Neurologic complications of liver transplantation.
The clinical and neuropathologic findings of 55 adults and 30 children who received liver transplants were reviewed. Encephalopathy was the most common clinical neurologic syndrome and was usually caused by metabolic or anoxic causes. (Alzheimer type astrocytes were present in 73 per cent of patients, and evidence of diffuse hypoxic damage was present in 40 per cent of children and 25 per cent of adults.) Cerebrovascular lesions were a common finding with infarcts or hemorrhages present in 30 per cent of patients. CNS infections were documented in 34 per cent of patients. Seizures were present in a third of patients. Central pontine myelinolysis was present in 12 per cent of patients and was more common in adults than in children. Antemortem diagnosis of neurologic complications was more often based on clinical presentation rather than specific radiologic or laboratory tests.